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stroke of death, which has eclipsed the gaiety of nations, and impoverished the publtck stock of harmless pleasure1.'
In these families he passed much time in his early years. In most of them, he was in the company of ladies, particularly at Mr. Walmsley's, whose wife and sisters-in-law, of the name of Aston, and daughters of a Baronet, were remarkable for good breeding ; so that the notion which has been industriously circulated and believed, that he never was in good company .till late in life, and, consequently had been confirmed in coarse and ferocious manners by long habits, is wholly without foundation. Some of the ladies have assured me, they recollected him well when a young man, as distinguished for his complaisance.
And that this politeness was not merely occasional and temporary, or confined to the circles of Lichficld, is ascertained by the testimony of a lady, who, in a paper with which I have! been favoured by a daughter of his intimate friend and physician, Dr. Lawrence, thus describes Dr. Johnson some years afterwards:
1 As the particulars of the former part of Dr. Johnson's life do not seem to be very accurately known, a lady hopes that the following information may not be unacceptable.
' She remembers Dr. Johnson on a visit to Dr. Taylor, at Ashbourn, some time between the end of the year 37, and the middle of the year 40; she rather thinks it to have been after he and his wife were removed to London2. During his stay at Ashbourn, he made frequent visits to Mr. Meyncll3, at Bradley, where his company was much desired by the ladies of the family, who were, perhaps, in point of elegance and accomplishments, inferiour to few of those with whom he was afterwards-acquainted. Mr. Meynell's eldest daughter was afterwards married to Mr. Fitzherbert4, father to Mr. Alleyne Fitzherbert, lately minister to
1 Sec fast, April 24, 1779.
0 Hawkins (Life, p. 61) says that in August, 1738 (? 1739), Johnson went to Appleby, in Leicestershire, to apply for the mastership of Appleby School. This was after he and his wife had removed to London. It is likely that he visited Ashbourne.
3 ' Old Meyncll' is mentioned, post, 1780, in Mr, Langton's ' Collection,'
as the author of 'the observation, " For anything I see, foreigners are fools;"' and 'Mr. Meyneil,' josf, April i, 1779, as saying that 'The-chief advantage of London is, that a man is always so near his burrow! 4 See post, under March 16, I7S9r note, and April 21, 1773. Mr. AJleyne Fitzherbert was created Lord St. Helens.
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